Efficacy of enrofloxacin against severe experimental Anaplasma marginale infections in splenectomized calves.
Four Anaplasma marginale-infected splenectomized calves with greater than 25% parasitized erythrocytes received enrofloxacin at 12.5 mg/kg SC twice, 48 hours apart. Two infected splenectomized calves were designated as untreated controls. A precipitous decline in percent parasitized erythrocytes from 39.13% to less than 1% was observed over 12 days following treatment. However, a self-limiting recrudescence of A. marginale parasites was observed within 30 days after treatment. Untreated control calves became moribund and were euthanized. These data indicate that the regimen of enrofloxacin tested herein ameliorates, but does not eliminate, A. marginale infections in splenectomized calves.